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TAGS: PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: MORO KIDNAPPING 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S NOON 
BRIEFING, MARCH 16, RELATING TO MORO KIDNAPPING. 

QUOTE - THE WHITE HOUSE HAS ALSO POSTED, AND I JUST 
WANT TO CALL IT TO YOUR ATTENTION, OR WILL HAVE POSTED, 

A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT LEONE OF 
ITALY. I HAVE THE TEXT AVAILABLE, OR DO YOU WANT ME TO 
READ IT? OKAY. 
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1 WOULD SIMPLY ADD ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE AND SECRETARY VANCE, OUR OWN SENSE OF GRIEF AND 
OUTRAGE AT THIS INSANE AND BRUTAL ACT OF TERRORISM; 

I.E., THE TERRORIST KIDNAPPING OF ALDO MORRA. 

WE CONDEMN THIS ACTION WHICH IS AN ATTACK NOT JUST ON 
AN INDIVIDUAL BUT ON THE INSTITUTIONS OF DEMOCRATIC 
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GOVERNMENT IN ITALY. END QUOTE. 

2. TEXT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE SENT TODAY TO 
PRESIDENT LEONE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE I WAS SHOCKED TO HEAR OF THE TERRORIST KIDNAPPING 
OF ALDO MORO. I KNOW THAT MILLIONS OF AMERICANS IOIN 
ME IN PRAYING FOR HIS QUICK AND SAFE RETURN. THIS 
OUTRAGE DEEPLY AFFECTS ALL OF US. PLEASE CONVEY 
MY PERSONAL SYMPATHIES TO THE MORO FAMILY AND TO THE 
FAMILIES OF THE BRAVE MEN SLAIN IN THE LINE OF DUTY IN 
THIS SENSELESS TERRORIST ATTACK. END QUOTE. 

3. DEPARTMENT PROPOSED FOLLOWING QUESTION AND 
ANSWER ON AN "IF ASKED ONLY" BASIS BUT SUBJECT WAS 
NOT RAISED. 

Q: ARE YOU PREPARED TO ASSIST THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
IN THEIR EFFORTS TO PUT AN END TO TERRORIST ACTS OF 
THIS KIND? 

A: MATTERS OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE BRINGING TO 
JUSTICE OF THOSE WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CRIME 
ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT WHICH 
IS VIGOROUSLY RESPONDING TO THE SITUATION. WE HAVE 
NOT BEEN APPROACHED WITH ANY SPECIFIC REQUESTS AND 
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WE DO NOT EXPECT TO RECEIVE ANY. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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